
  

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Hickory was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
 
                                                                            Rudy Wright  

Brad Lail   Hank Guess 
Vernon Tarlton               Aldermen David P. Zagaroli  
Danny Seaver  Jill Patton  

 

A quorum was present.   
 
Also present were:  Interim City Manager Andrea Surratt, Assistant City Manager Rodney Miller, Deputy City 
Attorney Arnita Dula, City Attorney John W. Crone, III, Deputy City Clerk Cari Burns and City Clerk Debbie 
D. Miller   
 
I. Mayor Wright called the meeting to order.  All Council members were present.   
 
II. Invocation by Rev. Bob Thompson, Pastor, Corinth Reformed Church  

 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
IV. Special Presentations  
 
 Presentations  
 

A. Presentation of a Proclamation for Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week to the 
Continuum of Care.   

 
Mayor Wright asked Austin Pearce, Hickory Soup Kitchen and Casey McCall, Salvation 
Army, to the podium.  He asked Mr. Pearce how many meals he served a day.  Mr. Pearce 
advised he had served 323 meals today.  Mr. McCall advised that he served approximately 
150 meals per day.  Mr. Pearce estimated 77,000 meals per year and Mr. McCall 
estimated 37,000 meals per year.  Mayor Wright read and presented a Proclamation for 
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week to Mr. Pearce and Casey McCall.  He 
referenced the ribbon cutting at the Hickory Soup Kitchen and encouraged citizens to visit 
the beautiful facility.   

 
B. Presentation of a Proclamation to Hendrick Honda Heroes.   

 
Mayor Wright asked the Hendrick’s Honda representatives to the podium.  He referenced a 
storm event on July 16th at the sinkhole.  The water rose very quickly and created a 
dangerous situation.  Two women were floating and out of control in their car.  They were 
scared because they were floating in water and they didn’t know for sure how deep the 
water was.  Mayor Wright read and presented a Proclamation to Hendrick Honda Heroes: 
Joey “Robert” Lankford, J.D. Roy, Chris Osborne, J.R. Dula, Kris Stephens, Villy 

Vongsarath, Cody Ayers, and Mark Sutton.  Mayor Wright had spoken with the two ladies 
that had been rescued and they were thankful and had never saw anybody that they were 
happier to see than these guys.  He presented a Proclamation for Hedrick Honda to display 
and one for each of the heroes.   

 
C. Presentation of a Proclamation for Extra Mile Day.   

 
This presentation occurred after the vote for Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second 
Readings.   

 
Interim City Manager Andrea Surratt advised City Council that there was a link for the 
website for extramileamerica.org recognizing: Friends of Hickory, Bond Implementation 
Commission, Charles “Charlie” Dixon, Hickory Kiwanis Club and the Kiwanis Club of 
Western Catawba County.   The link was displayed for Council to see.   
 
Mayor Wright commented these people have gone the extra mile and they are recognized 
by Extra Mile America.  Charlie Dixon was recognized posthumously and he is the first 

individual recognized as an individual.  Council will be recognizing other people in future 
years.  He felt sure there were people present that would be recognized in that way.   

 
V. Persons Requesting to Be Heard 
 
VI. Approval of Minutes  
 

A. Regular Meeting of October 18, 2016 
 

Alderman Seaver moved, seconded by Alderwoman Patton that the Regular Meeting 
Minutes of October 18, 2016 be approved.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Seaver seconded by 
Alderwoman Patton and the motion carried unanimously.  
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VII. Reaffirmation and Ratification of Second Readings.  Votes recorded on first reading will be 
reaffirmed and ratified on second reading unless Council Members change their votes and so 
indicate on second reading. 

   
Alderman Tarlton moved, seconded by Alderman Seaver that the following be reaffirmed and 
ratified on second reading.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Tarlton seconded by Alderman 
Seaver and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
 City Attorney John Crone requested Mayor Wright to go back to Item IV. Special Presentations Item 

C.  (See this section of the minutes)   
 

A. Approval of a Contract with Wilkie Construction, in the Amount of $63,700 for Remodeling 
of the Second Floor Public Restrooms at Patrick Beaver Memorial Library.  (First Reading 
Vote:  Unanimous)  

 
B. Approval of a Contract with Western Piedmont Council of Governments for Financial 

Administration of the North Carolina Industrial Development Fund Grant.  (First Reading 
Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
C. Approval of a Community Appearance Grant for Non-Residential Property Owned by Mark 

Tuttle Located at 104 2nd Avenue NW in the Amount of $5,000. (First Reading Vote:  
Unanimous) 

 

D. Approval of a Community Appearance Grant for Non-Residential Property Owned by 
Resource Recovery Company Located at 313 Main Avenue NE in the Amount of $5,000. 
(First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
E. Approval of a Community Appearance Grant for Non-Residential Property Owned by 

Schmidt Real Estate Investors Located at 1122 Highland Avenue NE in the Amount of 
$3,500.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 

F. Approval of an Agreement with Duke Energy in the Amount of $137,296.97 for Utility 
Relocation Associated with the Replacement of the Bridge on Falling Creek Road. (First 
Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
G. Approval of an Agreement with CenturyLink in the Amount of $31,623.04 for Utility 

Relocation Associated with the Replacement of the Bridge on Falling Creek Road.   (First 
Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
H. Approval of Modification of the Loan with Habitat for Humanity for the Glen at Green Park 

Subdivision.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 
I. Acceptance of a Temporary Construction Easement and Permanent Easement for the 

Property of Carolotta K. Spruill Described as PIN 3702-06-47-8996.  (First Reading Vote:  
Unanimous) 

 
J. Approval of the Renewal Option of the Corporate Hangar Lease with CommScope, Inc. of 

North Carolina.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 
 

K. Approval of the Renewal Option of the Lease Agreement with FMD Aviation, LLC.  (First 
Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
L. Acceptance of the Bid from Buckeye Bridge, LLC for the Construction of Random Woods 

Sewer Project in the Amount of $948,873 and a Contingency in the Amount of $47,444.  
(First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 
M. Budget Revision Number 9.  (First Reading Vote:  Unanimous) 

 

VIII. Consent Agenda:  All items below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be 
enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council 
Member so requests.  In which event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered under Item IX.   

 
Alderman Lail moved, seconded by Alderman Tarlton approval of the Consent Agenda.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
 Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Lail seconded by Alderman 

Tarlton and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

A. Approved on First Reading Community Relations Council’s Fall 2016 Grant 
Recommendations.    
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As part of the Community Relations Council’s work plan and annual budget process, the 
Community Relations Council receives funds to disperse during the fiscal year through the 
Community Relation Council’s grant process.  Non-profit agencies working with diverse 
populations in Hickory are eligible for funding.  The grant proposal must show how the 
program under consideration fits into the Community Relations Council’s goals and 
mission and how the program will serve to improve human relations in the Hickory area.  
For the Fall 2016 grant cycle, the Community Relations Council received nine grant 

applications for projects totaling $11,072.25 and is recommending approval of seven of the 
grants totaling $6,626.45.  Those approved are as follows: 

 
Palliative Care & Hospice of Catawba Valley    $ 1,200.00 
Lenoir-Rhyne University       $    750.00 
One Purpose Parks and Recreation Council    $    525.00 
Olive Branch Ministry       $ 1,100.00 
Jenkins Elementary PTA      $ 1,090.00 
First United Methodist Nursery School     $    461.45 

Hickory Museum of Art       $ 1,500.00 
 

Funds are available in the Community Relations Council’s budget for the recommended 
grant approvals.  The Community Relations Council recommends funding of the seven 
grants listed totaling $6,626.45.   

 

B. Approved on First Reading Award the Contract to Buckeye Bridge, LLC for the 
Construction of Random Woods Sewer Project in the Amount of $948,873 and a 
Contingency in the Amount of $47,444.   

 
The Public Utilities Department and Catawba County Environmental Health identified 
Random Woods Subdivision as one of three areas of concern in 1998 as a part of the 
future service areas for the City of Hickory sanitary sewer system.  Staff originally applied 
for a State Revolving Grant funds for completion of this project April 1, 1999.  An updated 
preliminary engineers report was resubmitted in 2009.  NCDENR Division of Water Quality 
and NC Construction Grants and Loans issued final approval of the preliminary engineers 
report on May 10, 2010.  In July of 2010 City Council approved the Resolution accepting 

the application for grant funds.  McGill Associates were responsible for design and bidding 
of the project.  Construction bids were received from two perspective bidders as follows:  
Hickory Sand Company, Inc. - $987,825 and Buckeye Bridge, LLC - $948,873.  McGill 
Associates evaluated the bid packages and found Buckeye Bridge, LLC to be the lowest 
responsible bidder.  Staff recommends Council’s approval to award the contract with the 
responsible low bidder Buckeye Bridge, LLC in the amount of $948,873.  Staff also 
requests approval of a contingency in the amount of $47,444, for a total of $996,317.   

 
C. Approved on First Reading Change Order 2 with McGill Associates, PA in the Amount of 

$44,700 for Engineering Services for Eastwood, Random Woods and Sherwood Forest 
Subdivisions Sanitary Sewer.   

 
 Staff requests Council’s approval of change order 2 with McGill Associates, PA for 

Engineering Services for Eastwood, Random Woods and Sherwood Forest Subdivision 
sanitary sewer project.  The existing subdivisions are approximately 30 to 40 years old and 
are principally built out.  This project will have a potential to serve approximately 226 
homes and eliminate the potential public health hazard of septic tank system failures 
impacting surface waters.  This project was envisioned to be designed, bid, and 

constructed as one project, however due to easement negotiations, regulation changes, 
and the need to renew some permits which had expired, this could not be achieved.  These 
issues have resulted in additional work on the part of McGill Associates.  This change order 
is intended to address all issues that have arisen on behalf of the engineer for each of the 
three subdivisions.  City Council accepted the grant offer in July 2012 in the amount of 
$2,946,042.99 for completion of this project.  Funds for this change order have been 
approved by the NC Division of Water Infrastructure for inclusion in the grant money 
reimbursement request.  Staff requests Council’s approval of change order 2 in the 
amount of $44,700 with McGill Associates, PA.  Revised contract total to date will be 

$214,650.   
 
D. Approved on First Reading Budget Revision Number 10.  

 
   ORDINANCE 16-45 

 BUDGET REVISION NO. 10 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the City of Hickory that, pursuant to N.C. 
General Statute 159.15, the following revision be made to the annual budget ordinance for 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. 
 

SECTION 1.  To amend the General Fund within the FY 2016-17 Budget Ordinance, the 
expenditures are to be changed as follows: 

 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 
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Culture & Recreation  39,460 - 

TOTAL 39,460 - 

 
  To provide funding for the above, the General Fund revenues will be amended as follows: 
 

FUNCTIONAL AREA INCREASE DECREASE 

Miscellaneous Revenues  39,460 - 

TOTAL 39,460 - 

 
SECTION 2.  Copies of the budget revision shall be furnished to the Clerk of the Governing 
Board, and to the City Manager (Budget Officer) and the Finance Officer for their direction.  

   
IX. Items Removed from Consent Agenda – None  
 
X. Informational Item 

 
A. Budget Transfer Report 

 
Under Section 22 (b) of the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Budget Ordinance, the City Manager is 
authorized to transfer appropriations with a report to City Council as follows: 
 
Section 22 (b): “He may transfer amounts up to $50,000 between functional areas 
including contingency appropriations, within the same fund.  He must make an official 
report on such transfers at the next regular meeting of the Governing Board.” 

 
The following transfer recently occurred under this provision: 
 

 To expedite the availability of insurance-claims revenue to the appropriate 

department, in lieu of a Budget Amendment the City has budgeted specific funds 

within the Risk Management division which, upon the case-by-case receipt of said 

revenues, may be transferred as necessary for making repairs and/or 

replacements in a timely manner.   

 October 18, 2016 (BT #19):   $1,748.00 insurance-claims revenue transferred to 

Police Department for damages to a fence sustained during an auto accident on 

9-28-16. 

 

Interim City Manager Andrea Surratt explained the expenditure that needed to be done 

expeditiously.  Under Section 22 (b) in the ordinance it allows the City Manager to transfer 

amounts up to $50,000.  She explained the item was for a $1,748 claim that the City 

needed to be paid for.  A vehicle damaged a fence at Hickory Police Department during an 

auto accident.  It was not a police vehicle.  The fence sustained damages and the City 

received the payment and repaired the fence.  

 
A. Public Hearings  

 

B. Departmental Reports:  
 

1. Catawba County EDC/Committee of 100 Bus Tour Update 
 

Interim City Manager Andrea Surratt asked the City’s Governmental Affairs 

Manager Yaidee Fox to the podium to present Council with an update from the 
Catawba County Economic Development Corporation/Committee of 100 Bus 
Tour.  Mrs. Fox attended the tour along with three Council members.   
 
Governmental Affairs Manager Yaidee Fox presented Council with a PowerPoint 
presentation.  She updated Council on the first of two bus tours that took place 
outside of Catawba County to provide information of what our competitors are 
doing.  This was similar to what Council had done before in some of their retreats.  
This was conducted by the EDC (Economic Development Corporation) and the 

Committee of 100.  They invited all elected officials and managers in Catawba 
County as well as the EDC Board and the Committee of 100 to attend.  The 
members participated to hear about different products that other communities 
were doing.  The tour was to see what everybody was doing in terms of comparing 
what we have and what we don’t have to those neighboring counties.  They visited 
the Lincoln County Industrial Park, the Riverwalk Business Park in Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, and the Gastonia Technology Park.  Mr. Cliff Brumfield, Executive 
Director with the Lincoln Economic Development Association was their guide on 

the tour.  He took them on a tour of the 650 acre park which was mostly a 
manufacturing and distribution park.  He discussed some problems which they 
encountered when they developed the park.  They did not have the infrastructure 
there for water and sewer so they had to work that out with Lincoln County 
providing the water service there, a twelve inch water main line and an eight inch 
sewer main.  They had to work somethings out with some neighboring areas 
before they were able to get all of that established.  Additionally they had 
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designated electric with Rutherford Electric and Duke Energy provides electricity 
as well.  They already had a relationship with Charter Communications and AT&T 
Communications to provide the data and telecom services in that park.  She 
advised one of the things that they heard was very similar to what we have been 
doing in Catawba County.  We have been working very closely with different 
partners to help strengthen our workforce development. Which was very similar to 
what they are doing there.  They have a program called “Manufacturing the Future 

that Works”. They have invested into that with the stem exposure and 
manufacturing education.  In that program there is a curriculum developed by their 
local manufacturers certified work ready community program, as well as a 
customized hands on training program through the local community college there. 
 Mrs. Fox showed an aerial photo of the park.  They discussed what had worked 
for them.  Having it graded had worked for them. They performed pre-grading 
before anyone actually moved in, which helped them to be able to get it utilized.  
They also had a mixture of pad ready, and spec buildings for someone to come 
into immediately.  She commented that Alderman Guess, Alderman Seaver and 

Alderman Zagaroli attended the tour.  She discussed items they talked about that 
did not work.  Getting water to the park was an actual problem there.  As they 
worked through that they realized that they were going to have to make some 
investments.  The County actually had to make the investments.  Additionally they 
stated there was some problems finding some flat land to develop, apparently 
there are a lot of hills in that area and they had to do a lot with the grading.  They 
mentioned that they had been working really hard to get some recruitment of 
some food businesses/restaurants into that area because there is so much with 
their business park but there is not enough food in that general vicinity for people 

as well as daycare centers.  They are working on that.  They also discussed how 
the County had to improve the road as you come into the business park to help 
sustain a lot of the traffic that they received because of the business park in that 
area.  When they did the business park they did not have the sidewalk put in 
originally.  It caused a bit of a problem because they realized they needed it on 
both sides.  They have worked through that but did not have it in the beginning.  
They mentioned that they wished that they had secured more land.  Going into it 
they were not sure how much they needed, but they wished they had gone bigger. 

  
 
Alderman Seaver questioned the size of the park.  
 
Mrs. Fox stated 650 acres.  She advised Council that each of them had a complete 
package that was provided to them on the bus tour.  The second tour took them to 
the Riverwalk Business Park in Rock Hill, South Carolina.  They met with Mr. David 
Swenson and Mr. Dave Williams.  They took them to what they considered a class 
“A” park.  They discussed what they were doing there for a park design for not only 

corporate users but helping to build their manufacturing and distributions and the 
research and development needs of their area.  They offer sites somewhere 
between 10 to 50 acres.  She mentioned the current existing tenants which 
included Physicians Choice Laboratory Services, which had moved out but they 
were securing a new tenant to replace them.  She mentioned in South Carolina 
there are a lot of opportunities for tax credits, which included the textile tax credits, 
the new market tax credits, and multi-county park designation tax credits.  That 
afforded a lot of opportunities for growth.  The park also has a relationship with the 
City of Rock Hill where they help expedite any of the permits going through their 

approval process as well as a mass grading permit for anybody  that is going to 
develop in that area to speed up the timeline.  She discussed various options 
which they had for funding for the park; public/private partnerships, a municipal tax 
district, “Pennies for Progress” which was developed by their County leadership, it 
was a program where the State of South Carolina authorizes cities to implement 
funding for anything as long as it is voter approved.  They have a one cent sales 
tax that has leveraged over $600 million dollars in road improvements, lighting and 
widening.  The last one occurred approximately four years ago but they are 
planning on a new one for $240 million dollars.  They have been working with the 

community to help find the right language for moving forward with that.  The tax 
increment financing had leveraged over $18 million dollars.  She showed an aerial 
photo of the business park itself, she pointed out the spec building, and the 
infrastructure which was put it.  The plan for this business park is to connect to a 
lot of the residential areas near the waterline.  She showed a photo and pointed 
out the schematics of the business park, residential and mixed use.  The park 
contained over 1,000 acres.  The city owns and maintains the velodrome.  They 
also have some mixed use areas.  She showed the BMX complex, where they host 
a lot of tournaments.  The YMCA was located next to the velodrome.  They 

mentioned that they don’t have a workforce problem.  They market themselves as 
“the best part of Charlotte”.  They spent over $15 million in bike related 
investments.  She advised that TIF (tax increment financing), and “Pennies for 
Progress” is very difficult to do in North Carolina.  She showed photos of the 
residence which had all been built.  She noted that in 2012 the Inspiring Spaces 
Committee visited this area and the velodrome.  This was all very preliminary at 
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that time, none of it was there.  When they did the tour the homes and the water 
tower, located across from the velodrome and the YMCA, none of it was there, 
only three homes where there at that time.  She showed a photo of the Riverwalk.  
She pointed out I-77, a mixed use building which had restaurants that were starting 
out in the area, and the three houses which were being constructed when they 
were visiting.  She noted the progress that had been made since 2012.   
 

Mrs. Fox discussed the Gastonia Technology Park.  They met with Mr. Donny 
Hicks and Mr. Steven Shuford joined them.  Mr. Shuford in part of the Committee 
of 100 and he is from the community as well.  The park contained 422 acres and 
they only have a little over 109 acres available.  They are trying to secure half of 
that at the moment.  One of the things that all of these business parks want is the 
infrastructure.  They have to have the electricity available, water and sewer, and 
the internet.  She referenced Scott Millar’s previous presentation to Council which 
he had mentioned what the City was trying to put in for our infrastructure.  Some of 
the challenges that they mentioned, when they made these investments it was 

before the last recession. There was a lot of money that was being spent to get the 
properties developed.  They talked a lot about the need to be patient.  They had to 
spend the money to make those advancements and get those properties 
prepared.  The also mentioned there was a common storm water detention pond.  
Mrs. Fox showed a photo of the pond.  When they built the business park, part of 
the decision was to make the common area there for the storm water detention 
pond to allow the properties to have more space.  One of the things they 
mentioned, looking back they may not have done that because it has been a lot of 
problems with trying to maintain it, and also some environmental controls.  They 

mentioned maybe some of the developers might not have wanted that to happen.  
She showed a photo of the business park, a schematics of what was still 
remaining.  She advised that they had a spec building available.  They made sure 
the entire park itself was pre-graded.  The park investment was $25 million, $10 
million from the County, $10 million from Electric Cities, and $5 million from AT&T 
to provide the infrastructure for the internet.  She reiterated the entire park 
contained 109 acres and was occupied except for one spec building built.  They 
only made one spec building.  She advised of their comments:  be patient, have 

thick skin, it takes a lot of money, and realize the expectations may never be met.  
She advised there was an upcoming tour for the committee and some review in 
the next couple of weeks.   
 
Mayor Wright commented they knew how to be patient because they had the River 
Road property for decades.  He thanked Mrs. Fox.  

   

2. Appointments to Boards and Commissions  
 

   BOND IMPLEMENTATION COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 2-1; 3 Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Alderman Tarlton’s Appointment 
           (Unexpired Term of Blake “Bee” Watts Jr. (2-2-17) who resigned 10-6-2017)  

 
 Community Relations Council appointed Sandi Fotheringham as Ex-officio 

Representative on the Bond Implementation Commission.  
 

 Alderman Tarlton nominated James “Jim” Campbell to the Bond Implementation 

Commission.  
 
 Alderman Tarlton questioned the committee that Mr. Watts had served on.  
 
 Interim City Manager Surratt advised Mr. Watts was Streetscapes and Gateways.  
 
 Alderman Tarlton asked if Mr. Campbell would serve on that committee.  
 
 Mayor Wright commented until they are shuffled up again.  

 
 Interim City Manager Surratt advised that they hadn’t been in operation long 

enough to shuffle yet, but she was sure they would be.  That would be Chairman 
Burk Wyatt’s decision.   

       
   CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  
   At-Large (Council Appoints)                  VACANT 
   At-Large (Council Appoints)                  VACANT  

        
   COMMUNITY APPEARANCE COMMISSION 
   (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
   Ward 3 (Seaver Appoints)                 VACANT 
   Ward 4  (Guess Appoints)                 VACANT 
   At-Large (Outside City but within Hickory Regional Planning Area)  



November 1, 2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

   (Council Appoints)                              VACANT 
 At Large (Council Appoints)                                VACANT 
   

   COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  
 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  

   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                 VACANT  
   Other Minority (Council Appoints)                           VACANT 

        
  HICKORY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms With Unlimited Appointments)  
  (Appointed by City Council) 
  Burke County (Mayor to Nominate)                                          VACANT 
     
  INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  
  (Appointed by Mayor with the Concurrence of City Council) 

  (5) Positions                    VACANT 
 

 Alderman Lail suggested Aaron Kohrs as a nomination to International Council.  
He commented that was Mayor Wright’s appointment, but Council had received an 
application in for International Council, and sometimes those are hard to fill.  He 
did not know Mr. Kohrs, but if he was interested in serving he would like to suggest 
that he be nominated.   

 
  LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 

  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 4 (Guess Appoints)                 VACANT 
   At-Large (Mayor Appoints)                 VACANT 

    
  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  At-Large (3) (Council Appoints)                  VACANT 
          
  PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY 

  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 5-Year Terms) (Appointed by the Mayor) 
  Position 9                                VACANT  
    
  RECYCLING ADVISORY BOARD 
  (Terms Expiring 6-30; 3-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council) 
  Ward 2 (Tarlton Appoints)                                          VACANT 
  Ward 3 (Seaver Appoints)                                           VACANT 
  Ward 4 (Guess Appoints)                                           VACANT  

At-Large (Council Appoints)                                           VACANT 

At-Large (Council Appoints)                                           VACANT  

  
 YOUTH COUNCIL  
 (Terms Expiring 6-30; 1-Year Terms) (Appointed by City Council)  

 
The Youth Council Applicant Review Committee Makes the Following 
Recommendation for Appointment to the Youth Council:  
 
Jose Garcia (At-Large Representative)   

Tessa Rodriguez (Hickory Career Arts Magnet Representative)  
 
St. Stephens High School Representatives                                  1 Position VACANT  
At-Large Representatives          2 Positions VACANT 
Challenger High School  Representative           1 Position VACANT  
Hickory Career Arts Magnet Representative          1 Position VACANT  
 
Mayor Wright nominated Jose Garcia, and Tess Rodriguez to the Youth Council. 

 
Mayor Wright moved seconded by Alderwoman Patton approval of the above 
nominations.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mayor Wright commented on the Planning Board.  He advised that an application 
came in from a gentleman who he was impressed with.  The applicant was the 
Town Manager for Rutherford College and he lives in Hickory.  He thought he 
could be the Burke County representative.  However, the City Clerk advised Mayor 
Wright they had to be appointed by Burke County, but they have to live in Burke 

County.   
 
Deputy City Attorney Arnita Dula advised there is a very specific area in Burke 
County.   
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Mayor Wright commented maybe that is why they were having a hard time getting 
someone for that spot.  He was going to brag to Council that he had found 
somebody for the Burke County job.  He advised he was going to appoint that 
Town Manager for Rutherford College to something because he is interested, 
qualified and excited.   
 

C. Presentation of Petitions and Requests   

 
XII.  Matters Not on Agenda (requires majority vote of Council to consider) 
 
XIII.    General Comments by Members of Council, City Manager or City Attorney of a Non-Business 

Nature  
 
 Alderwoman Patton recognized Reed Baer for his recent promotion to Deputy Chief of Police.   
 
 Alderman Tarlton commented blessed with good leadership there.  

 
 Mayor Wright commented Council does not get many calls about the Police Department or the Fire 

Department.   
 
XIV. Closed Session Per NC General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(1)(4) to consult with the attorneys  

regarding the following:  (Action on these items, if any, will occur in Open Session) 
 

Alderman Zagaroli moved that Council go into closed session to consult with the attorneys to 
discuss the items below, seconded by Alderwoman Patton.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
Mayor Wright announced that the motion was made by Alderman Zagaroli seconded by 
Alderwoman Patton and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
1. Approval of Closed Session Minutes of October 18, 2016 - NCGS §143-318.11(a)(1) 

 
2. Discussion of Potential Economic Development -  NCGS §143-318.11(a)(4) 

 
 No action was taken upon return to open session.  
 
XV. There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.    
 
  
      _______________________________________ 
      Mayor 
 

_____________________________________   

 City Clerk  


